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WELCOME BACK TO

HOLIDAYS
IN A COVID-19
SAFE WAY!

We are so excited for our 2022 Empowered Holidays and can
assure you we are taking every safety precaution necessary to
keep our staff and Participants safe. See some of the
precautions and safety steps our staff are taking below.

Health and Safety Protocols
We pride ourselves on our continual
attentiveness to follow all health
and safety protocols.

Hygiene Protocols
Our staff follow all hygiene protocols
such as washing their hands and
sanitising frequently, cleaning all
shared spaces, and maintaining
social distancing.

Vaccination
All of our staff are fully vaccinated!

Location Check-in
It is ensured all staff members signin when required and assist
Participants with signing in when
necessary.

Rapid Antigen Testing - RAT
We rapid test all of our staff before
they go away on holidays to ensure
the safety of our Participants.

9

OUR
HOLIDAY
ALBUM

2021
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"I travelled to Port
Macquarie with
Empowered and
enjoyed every minute!
My favourite part was
going out for spare ribs
and pancakes. I loved
to sight see and relax
by the pool."

- Don

"The best thing about my
holiday to Nelson Bay with
Empowered was getting
pampered and relaxing in
the spa. I also loved
feeding all the baby
animals at Oakvale Farm."

- Michelle

What's In
Store?
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LETTER FROM THE
MANAGING DIRECTOR
Jonathon Power
After a turbulent year, we are ready for 2022, and with that, we are happy to present our
2022 Holiday Brochure - our best one yet.
Since the country is opening back up, there are many unique opportunities to travel. Our
team has put together some fantastic destinations & experiences to present you with a
brochure full of bucket list holiday destinations.
After several years of providing Short Term Accommodation/Respite, it has been great to
see this area of the organisation grow and hear some of the fantastic outcomes resulting
from these short getaways.
Last year, I supported a group of guys to Coffs
Harbour, and It was such a good experience to
see first-hand and a good reminder about why I
enjoyed being a Disability Support Worker.

From friendships forming to
seeing dolphins for the first
time, there is always a new and
positive experience to take
away from a holiday.
Enjoy the brochure, and I hope
you find something to tick off
your bucket list.

-Jonathon
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JOIN OUR SOCIALS!

Enriching the lives of

People with a disability

17

EMPOWERED
COMMUNITY SERVICES
ABOUT US

Empowered Community Services was founded by Jonathon Power in 2017.
Inspired by his own lived experiences, growing up with parents who have lifelong
disabilities, Jonathon became a Disability Support Worker. After working in the
industry for several years, Jonathon felt as though individuals with complex needs
were not receiving the necessary support to be included in the community – here the
idea for Empowered was born.
Our mission is to ensure that people with a disability are included in society, whilst
living rich and fulfilling lives.

OUR FOCUS IS PEOPLE
People that may have some differences, but people just like us. Just like our
Participants, our staff are diverse and each has their own interests and backgrounds,
which enables us to provide the best and most appropriate staff to assist our
Participants to reach their goals and aspirations.
All of our staff are trained to national standards and complete our own in-house
training. Staff are trained on a variety of different topics including disability
awareness, mental health, and disability inclusion.
We aim to put our Participants at the heart of the decision-making process
throughout their time at Empowered. By including our Participants in the decisionmaking process we aim to exercise their choice and control over their desired
service. Services ensure that each Participant is an active and belonging member of
their community and enables them to contribute in some way, shape, or form.
Since the beginning of Empowered, we have always promoted real-world
experiences that enable Participants to share ordinary places. We understand that
our Participants are more than Participants, they are people, each with their own
story and background. One of the great things about our Support Workers, is they
get to discover those stories!

Consistency
Empowered strongly believes
that consistent hard work
leads to successful outcomes.
Development
Our services are committed to
the ongoing development of
service delivery and growth of
our Participants.
Diversity
Empowered will respect and
value the diversity of staff and
Participants.

Respect
When we respect someone
for who they are, it enables
them to be their ideal self.
Understanding
If we do not understand,
how can we contribute? To
collaborate well we must
understand ourselves and
each other.
Trust
Trust ensures that we
can make complex things
possible.
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LETTER FROM THE
HOLIDAY COORDINATOR
Paige Hammond
My favourite thing about this role is when a Participant returns from their holiday and
tells me what an amazing time they had. Then, I get to go through all the incredible
photos and put together the photo books, knowing that they will have these memories
forever. Empowered Holidays are unique and cater to the individual needs of each
Participant, so, the Participant can let me know where they want to go and what they
want to do.

During my time as a Support Worker at Empowered, I was lucky enough to go away to
Sydney with a Participant where we attended the Luna Park Halloween event.

This was a wonderful experience and we both had a
lot of fun dressing up and going on all the rides.
Seeing a Participant so happy, achieving their goals,
and engaging in the community are just some of the
reasons why I love my job.
We are also offering some amazing group
holidays this year which is the perfect
opportunity to go away with your friends
or build new friendships and experiences.
What are you waiting for?
Book your 2022 holiday today!

- Paige
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OUR
HOLIDAY
GUIDE
Wollongong
Dubbo
Sydney Royal
Easter Show
Nundle
Vivid Light Festival
Sydney
Supanova Comic Con
& Gaming Sydney
Bathurst
Canberra
Byron Bay
Port Macquarie
Sydney - Race Day
Melbourne
Hunter Valley

2022

What are you
waiting for!
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WOLLONGONG
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Join us as we enjoy the sunny weather, beautiful beaches, and
historical Lighthouse. On your first night there, head out for
dinner at the markets before exploring the culture and scenic
lifestyle of Wollongong.

LIGHTHOUSE LOOKOUTS
In 1936, construction began on the first new lighthouse in New South Wales.
This building is constructed of reinforced concrete and replaces several earlier
lighthouses that were made from wood or stone materials.
The tower cost $13600 with plant equipment costing an additional $5214
dollars for it to become a fully automatic flashing light which was installed back
into service later!

SEA CLIFF BRIDGE
The 665 metres long Sea Cliff Bridge is a highlight along the Grand Pacific Drive
- A drive that takes in 140 kilometres worth of coastal scenery from the Royal
National Park, Loftus down to Nowra.
Opened in December 2005, the Sea Cliff Bridge offers visitors the chance to
get out of the car and stretch their legs. It is also a great viewing platform for
migrating whales heading north/south during migrating season.

NIGHT MARKETS
Eat Street is an all-weather/outdoor night hot-food market located in the CBD
of Wollongong. They have created a welcoming market atmosphere for their
community and visitors to linger in and be inspired by their fantastic
stallholders. This is the place to be with comfortable chill-out spaces while
listening to music and soaking up the community atmosphere.

BEACHES
Visit the wide stretch of beaches all along the Wollongong coastline. With parks
all around and BBQ'S for snags, what more could you want?

For more information visit: https://www.visitwollongong.com.au

3 NIGHTS
THURSDAY 17TH FEBRUARY - SUNDAY 20TH FEBRUARY
1:1 - $7409.48
1:2 - $4115.33

1:3 - $3017.27
1:4 -$2468.25
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DUBBO
Join us as we road trip to Dubbo. Best known for its amazing
Zoo, you can experience the animals up close and personal
but don't forget your water as it will be hot! Explore
Wellington caves, formed over millions of years, they
showcase amazing crystal formations, bone deposits, and
fossils from extinct worlds. We will also check out Old Dubbo
Gaol, bringing history to life through theatrical displays and
exhibitions. This trip is jam-packed with fun, so don't miss
out!

DUBBO

DUBBO ZOO
See hundreds of rare and endangered animals in this huge open range
sanctuary. Don’t miss a visit to the King of the Jungle at the amazing Lion Pride
Lands Exhibit or make a splash at the new Waterhole Precinct with a stunning
outdoor café, animal habitats and water play area.

WELLINGTON CAVES
Discover the underground at Wellington Caves. Take a guided tour through
Cathedral Cave, Gaden Cave, and the Fossil and Phosphate Mine. Be amazed
by 15m tall crystal formations, intricate cave corals, 400-million-year-old
marine fossils, and 1-million-year-old megafauna fossils.
Examine ancient fossils in our Discovery Lab. Inspect Australian megafauna
through a lens and get a magnified insight just like a Palaeontologist. The
Discovery Lab has all of the tools for fossil finding, so dig in and see what you
discover! The Caves Visitor Experience Centre features a cafe and the new
Ancient Landscapes Gallery. Here you can interact with ancient marine
creatures, stand next to life-sized Diprotodon and uncover the local Wiradjuri
stories of the caves.

OLD DUBBO GAOL
Head behind the bars and experience 19th-century prison life at Old Dubbo
Gaol. A state heritage-listed site that remains intact and restored, creating a
pocket in time and unearthing powerful moments in Australian prison history.

For more information visit: https://dubbo.com.au

4 NIGHTS
THURSDAY 3RD MARCH - MONDAY 7TH MARCH
1:1 - $9558.72
1:2 - $5306.65

1:3 - $3889.29
1:4 - $3180.62
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SYDNEY ROYAL
EASTER SHOW

SYDNEY ROYAL
EASTER SHOW
There is no better way to experience the Sydney Royal Easter
Show than with your friends. Whether you're looking for
culture through the petting zoo and agricultural show or an
afternoon filled with fun on the amusement park-style rides
and games, the event has something for everyone. You can
join our group dinner in the evening and spend the night at
Sydney Olympic Park.

EASTER SHOW
First held in 1823, the Sydney Royal Easter Show is Australia's largest annual
ticketed event, attracting over 828,000 attendees on average. The Show is a
celebration of Australian culture, from our rural traditions to our modern-day
lifestyles, providing unique experiences for everyone.
For more information visit: https://www.eastershow.com.au

SYDNEY OLYMPIC PARK
This sporting and entertainment precinct has it all, from world-class sporting
events to concerts by your favourite international stars, as well as one of the
best family-friendly shows in the city. Make the most of the amenities at
Sydney Olympic Park and enjoy the beautiful parklands and everything the
area has to offer.

DFO
Sydney's leading retail factory outlet, DFO Homebush, has recently completed
its AUD100 million redevelopment to accommodate an expansion of its
Australian, international, and luxury retail offering.
The premier shopping destination, located 15 kilometres from Sydney,
features 126 stores across two levels. The city's first combined factory outlet
and homemaker centre include 90 fashion retailers plus 18 bulky goods and
homewares stores, including Oroton, Polo Ralph Lauren, Hugo Boss, JB HI-FI
Home, Freedom, Peter Alexander, and Lululemon, just to name a few!

RESTAURANTS
The incredible food, drinks, and nightlife are waiting for you at some of
Sydney’s finest restaurants. Get excited about your next meal or evening out
with friends in this beautiful Australian city!

For more information visit: https://www.sydney.com

2 NIGHTS
MONDAY 11TH APRIL - WEDNESDAY 13TH APRIL
1:1 - $4142.45
1:2 - $2344.61

1:3 - $1746.04
1:4 - $1446.40
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NUNDLE
This trip is sure to be filled with culture and history as we visit
Nundle. This small, historic mining village has been home to
Indigenous people since 5000 years ago. Today you can try
your hand at gold panning on riverbanks or explore local
shops - there are plenty waiting around every corner
including the wool mill where its products are still made by
hand today.

NUNDLE

INDIGENOUS CULTURE
Walkthrough time as you explore this small historic mining village that has
been populated by Indigenous people from 5000 years ago. The word Nundul
was derived from ‘nuntul’ meaning 'mouth' in the dialect of local Aboriginal
inhabitants, referring to the mouth of the Nundle River as it flows into the Peel.
Over time the name evolved into Nundle. Prior to the arrival of Europeans, the
area around Nundle was occupied by the Kamilario Aboriginal people.

NUNDLE FOSSICKING
The Tamworth region is historically renowned for its gold, gems and mineral
discoveries.
Visitors can try their hand fossicking at various sites around Nundle such as:
- Swamp Creek Camping Reserve
- Hanging Rock Lookout and Crown Reserve
- Forest Way Fossicking Site
Located just 60 kilometres from Tamworth's Central Business District, Nundle
is a quaint and thriving little village. This pretty town is surrounded by
undulating hills and streets lined with trees.
Did you know…?
The gold rush to Nundle and Hanging Rock began more than 150 years ago.
Gold can still be found in the area and is usually found in the sand and gravel
at the river’s edge. Precious gems including sapphires, zircon, crystal and prase
can also be found in the area.

WOOL MILL AND SHOPS
Nundle Woollen Mill is one of the last spinning mills still operating in Australia.
The Nundle Mill team use traditional spinning machinery, several pieces nearly
100 years old, to transform raw wool into famous Nundle knitting yarn in 8 ply,
12 ply and 20 ply.
In tours, visitors marvel at these antique machines working their magic to turn
bales of Australian merino wool into yarns in the vibrant colours for which they
have become famous for.
For more information visit: https://www.visitnsw.com/destinations/countrynsw/tamworth-area/nundle

3 NIGHTS
THURSDAY 12TH MAY - SUNDAY 15TH MAY
1:1 - $7394.48
1:2 - $4100.33

1:3 - $3002.27
1:4 - $2453.25
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VIVID LIGHT
FESTIVAL

VIVID - SYDNEY
Experience Sydney in a whole new light. Vivid Sydney is back
for another round of creative chaos in 2022! This year's event
will transform the heart of Australia into an incredible light
show and celebration that includes music, arts & ideas.
Spend your weekend exploring Darling Harbour with this
great city break package – stop in and see some aquatic life
at the Aquarium right next door.

VIVID LIGHT FESTIVAL
Vivid Sydney is an annual celebration of creativity, innovation, and technology
that transforms the Sydney CBD in winter into a kaleidoscope of Light, Music,
and Ideas. Celebrating its 12th anniversary in 2022, Vivid Sydney captures the
uniqueness, vibrancy, and imagination of Sydney, positioning the Harbour City
as the creative hub of the Asia-Pacific. The festival features free mesmerising
art displays and large-scale 3D projections from local and international artists,
an eclectic line-up of musical performers, thought-provoking talks from some
of the world’s greatest minds, and the Sydney Opera House for Lighting of the
Sails and Vivid LIVE.
For more information visit: https://www.vividsydney.com

DARLING HARBOUR
Darling Harbour is a buzzing waterside precinct that's just moments from the
centre of Sydney but still retains its small, intimate feel. This family-friendly
destination has enough to keep children entertained all day, from fascinating
museums to thrilling wildlife and delicious dining options.

AQUARIUM
Sea Life Sydney Aquarium is one of Australia’s premier attractions, featuring
hundreds of species of marine life and exhibits that are both entertaining and
educational.
The exhibits, recreated habitats, and animals on show are so incredible that
even big kids (AKA adults) are guaranteed a good time!

For more information visit: https://www.darlingharbour.com

2 NIGHTS
THURSDAY 2ND JUNE - SATURDAY 4TH JUNE
1:1 - $4469.62
1:2 - $2508.55

1:3 - $1854.86
1:4 - $1528.02
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SUPANOVA
COMIC CON &
GAMING
SYDNEY

SUPANOVA COMIC
CON & GAMING
Supanova Comic Con & Gaming is a massive pop culture
expo and is the perfect place for you to get your fix of all
things comic, sci-fi, or video games. You'll find artists' prints
from famous movies such as Star Wars on sale at the stalls;
there are even gaming tournaments with prizes up for grabs
every day during event hours!

SUPANOVA COMIC CON & GAMING
Supanova Comic Con & Gaming has been the welcoming home of
Australia’s pop culture fandom since 2000; a place where fans are
inspired by imaginary worlds emanating from comics, sci-fi, fantasy,
anime, gaming, nostalgia, and literature have been able to come
together to celebrate. A place to rejoice in cosplay with expressing your
inner geek & your inner child. There will be supa-star celebrities, fan
clubs, exciting exhibitors, and exclusives that have been woven in with
entertainment technology, collectables, and toys.
https://www.supanova.com.au

COSPLAY
Get in touch with your inner geek and dress up in your favourite
costume for this fantastic event, as there will be heaps of amazing
things for you to see and do. Come in your best cosplay, as there will
be heaps of prizes for best dressed.
https://www.sydneypoint.com.au/events/supanova-comic-congaming/

SPECIAL GUEST PANELS
Special guests to be announced: attend question panels and find out
more about some of your favourite authors and actors. You are not
going to want to miss this!

PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES
Special guests to be announced: if you are a big fan there are plenty of
photo opportunities and signings taking place over both days! At an
additional cost.

SOUVENIRS
You'll find lots of stalls with beautiful souvenirs and accessories. You
can always buy them as gifts for your friends and family or even for
yourself!

2 NIGHTS
FRIDAY 17TH JUNE - SUNDAY 19TH JUNE
1:1 - $5449.92
1:2 - $2998.70

1:3 - $2181.63
1:4 - $1773.09
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BATHURST WINTER
FESTIVAL
The Bathurst Winter Festival is an annual celebration of the
magic of winter in Bathurst, bringing together stunning light
shows across historic buildings, live music, food and wine
events, outdoor ice skating, and show rides, in a carnival
atmosphere. Immerse yourself in the culture and enjoy this icy
getaway.

BATHURST
WINTER
FESTIVAL

WINTER FESTIVAL
The Bathurst Winter Festival is an annual celebration of the magic of winter in
Bathurst, bringing together stunning light shows across historic buildings, live
music, food and wine events, outdoor ice skating, and show rides, in a carnival
atmosphere.

MOUNT PANORAMA MOTOR
RACING CIRCUIT & NATIONAL
MOTOR RACING MUSEUM
The National Motor Racing Museum is located alongside the world-famous
racing circuit, Mount Panorama.
The National Motor Racing Museum celebrates the history, personalities, and
achievements of Australian Motor Sports. While Mount Panorama and the
Bathurst 1000 are at the heart of its displays, the museum looks across the
spectrum of Australian Motor Racing. The history of speedway, solar, drag,
rallying, open wheeler, sports car, and touring cars is told.

BATHURST FARM EXPERIENCE
Feed lambs, chickens, horses and learn about their uses. Have a led "pony"
ride on a Shetland pony, a regular pony, or a draught horse. Maybe take a sled
ride behind a draught horse, maybe a sulky ride with one of these special
horses, and enjoy heaps more fun activities.

DAY TRIP TO ABERCROMBIE CAVES
(WEATHER PENDING)
Set in a peaceful valley, Abercrombie Karst Conservation Reserve is a
spectacular place to visit and a unique opportunity to experience the hidden
depths of NSW. Abercrombie Caves boasts the largest natural arch in the
southern hemisphere and several other grand, richly decorated caves.
For more information visit:
https://www.visitnsw.com/destinations/country-nsw/bathurstarea/bathurst

4 NIGHTS
THURSDAY 14TH JULY - MONDAY 18TH JULY
1:1 - $9533.72
1:2 - $5281.65

1:3 - $3864.29
1:4 - $3155.62

Relax.
Unwind.
Get in a

Flip Flop
STATE OF MIND.
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CANBERRA

CANBERRA
Visit the busy capital city of Australia and explore all it has to
offer. Questacon, Parliament House, War Memorial, and the
Zoo… just to name a few. This week will be non stop so bring
your walking shoes!

PARLIAMENT HOUSE
Visit the Australian Parliament House and experience Australia’s robust
democracy in action. You can watch Question Time, see bills being debated,
and sit in on committee inquiries as current issues are explored in detail. You’ll
find some of Australia’s finest historical treasures, symbolic architecture, and
contemporary art on display throughout the building as well.
https://www.aph.gov.au/Visit_Parliament

QUESTICON
This National Science and technology centre is an interactive science
communication facility. It is a museum with more than 200 interactive exhibits
relating to science and technology. You can even test your bravery on the free
fall! With so many things to do, you’re bound to find something you love.

https://www.questacon.edu.au

WAR MEMMORIAL
The Australian War Memorial combines a shrine, a world-class museum, and
an extensive archive. The Memorial's commemorates the sacrifice of those
Australians who died in the war or on operational service and those who have
served our nation in times of conflict. Its mission is leading remembrance and
understanding of Australia’s wartime experience.
https://www.awm.gov.au/about

ZOO
Two attractions in one! Visit the national zoo and aquarium in Canberra and
experience the large range of beautiful animals. Get up close and personal
with tigers, giraffes, meerkats and so many more! If you prefer the incredible
creatures of the sea then this is for you too, this place has it all.
https://nationalzoo.com.au

4 NIGHTS
MONDAY 15TH AUGUST - FRIDAY 19TH AUGUST
1:1 - $8004.60
1:2 - $4542.09

3:3 - $3387.91
1:4 - $3281.07
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BYRON BAY
Byron Bay is a magical place on the Northern NSW coast.
Come and experience the stunning natural beauty of the
beaches, breathtaking bush walks, and amazing marine life.
This weekend away will have you feeling rejuvenated as you
enjoy a complete wellness experience. Return home feeling
relaxed!

Holiday
Coordinator
Paige's Choice!

BYRON BAY
WELLNESS
RETREAT

YOGA / MEDITATION
This trip is all about relaxing and returning home feeling rejuvenated. Take
part in daily yoga, meditation, and breathing exercises demonstrated by our
talented Support Workers.

SPA DAY
Indulge in an at-home spa day with face masks, nail painting, and foot soaks.
All the perks of being pampered in the comfort of your home. Sip away on
some fancy mocktails and finish the day feeling better than ever.

SHOPPING
Local fashion thrives in the extensive Byron Bay shops, with many worldrenowned labels having originated right here in the town. As flowy bohemian
ensembles fill the streets Byron Bay fashion is a design group of its own. Many
adored local labels manage piles of stock in the Arts and Industrial Estate. You
won’t be leaving empty-handed after travelling 5 minutes out of town to
wander from warehouse to warehouse, browsing the vast labels.
https://www.visitbyronbay.com/explore/shopping/

BEACHES
Byron Bay is known for its incredible beaches, so spend the day relaxing on
the sand or cooling off in the crystal-clear water. Wander along the coastline
and take some spectacular photos that you can treasure forever.

https://www.visitbyronbay.com/explore/shopping/

4 NIGHTS
THURSDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER - MONDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER
1:1 - $9668.72
1:2 - $5416.65

1:3 - $3999.29
1:4 - $3290.62
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HALLOWEEN
@ PORT
MACQUARIE
Managing
Director
Jonathon's
choice
HALLOWEEN @
PORT MACQUARIE
Spend the spooky season in Port Macquarie this year and
attend Billabong Zoo’s famous 'Boo at the Zoo' event! Dress
up for an evening of creepy snacks, trick or treating, and a
camera roll full of wild twilight adventures. You'll also have
plenty of time to visit Ricardo's Tomatoes after grabbing
breakfast at Pancake Place or just relax down at the beach
where you can enjoy some sunshine.

BOO AT THE ZOO
Dress up in your creepiest Halloween costume and attend the annual 'Boo at
the Zoo' event at Billabong Zoo. This is a night of spooky food, fun and tricks.
Fill up your camera with some amazing twilight pics that you can treasure
forever.
https://www.billabongzoo.com.au/the-inaugural-family-friendlyhalloween-event-boo-at-the-zoo

PANCAKE PLACE
This one is exactly what it sounds like! Indulge in the range of delicious
pancakes made with locally sourced ingredients. If pancakes aren’t your thing,
never fear, the menu is vast and includes an option for everyone.
http://pancakeplace.com.au/menu/

RICARDO'S TOMATOES
Call into Ricardo's Tomatoes & Strawberries and experience the pleasure of
picking your own plump, luscious strawberries. Ricardo's boast 5 varieties of
hydroponic strawberries, with over 30,000 plants growing in their greenhouse.
You can even take home some jam for your friends and family.
http://www.ricardoes.com/index.html

BEACHES & SHOPPING
The clean and uncrowded beaches are the perfect spot for visitors of all ages
and interests. For a relaxing picnic, a game of beach cricket with friends, or
snorkelling in a protected bay, the perfect beach is just waiting to be found.
There are markets on most weekends or you can simply indulge in some
shopping around the local centre.

https://portmacquarieinfo.com.au

3 NIGHTS
FRIDAY 28TH OCTOBER - MONDAY 31ST OCTOBER
1:1 - $7553.77
1:2 - $4167.33

1:3 - $3038.52
1:4 - $2474.11
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MELBOURNE CUP RACE
DAY @ SYDNEY
The race that stops a nation! This year we have decided to
enjoy the Melbourne Cup in Sydney at one of their many
events. Dress up for the occasion and enjoy a meal and drink
as well as a bet if you choose. Then you can dance the night
away with your friends!

MELBOURNE
CUP RACE DAY
@ SYDNEY

RACE DAY - MELBOURNE CUP
Take this opportunity to dress up, fascinator and all! And attend one of
Sydney's many Melbourne Cup events. Enjoy a meal and drink as well as a bet
if you choose. Then you can dance the night away with your friends!

DINNER
On the first night, you can immerse yourself in the Sydney nightlife and enjoy a
meal on the Harbour with the group. With plenty of restaurants to choose
from and some incredible views, it is sure to be a night to remember.
https://www.sydney.com/destinations/sydney/sydney-city/sydneyharbour

SHOPPING
Sydney is one of the world’s great style capitals. It’s the perfect place to stock
up on designer fashion, local labels, handcrafted jewellery, and chic
homewares. From multi-story shopping centres to tiny boutiques, bustling
markets, and historic arcades, there are plenty of ways to shop up a storm in
Sydney.
https://www.sydney.com/things-to-do/fashion-and-shopping

2 NIGHTS
MONDAY 31ST OCTOBER - WEDNESDAY 2ND NOVEMBER
1:1 - $4143.16
1:2 - $2345.32

1:3 - $1746.04
1:4 - $1446.40
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ABILITY FEST
MELBOURNE

ABILITY FEST MELBOURNE
We're getting ready for the most epic Ability Fest yet!
Get excited for this year's event coupled with shopping in the
city's best-known centres and a visit to the Melbourne Zoo.
The event is a must-not-miss for any animal lover, with plenty
of activities and events to keep you entertained.

MELBOURNE ZOO
Journey through a world of wildlife in the heart of Melbourne. Over 320
species from around the world call Melbourne Zoo home. Stroll through the
lush rainforests, where tigers roam and monkeys swing from tree to tree.
Come eye-to-eye with orang-utans in their special elevated home and walk the
Trail of Elephants. Spot unique Australian wildlife including koalas and
kangaroos set against stunning native flora, and head into an underwater
world showcasing playful Victorian little penguins and fur seals.
https://www.visitvictoria.com

FESTIVAL - ABILITY FEST
Ability Fest is the country’s first and only completely inclusive, fully accessible
music festival, brought to you by the Dylan Alcott Foundation & Untitled Group
and presented by Triple J. Enjoy a warm Saturday afternoon amongst friends.
Local food trucks & creative vendors will line the pathways and attendees will
be treated to experiences across two stages. With the funds of each ticket
bought going directly to the foundation.
https://www.abilityfest.com.au

SHOPPING
Melbourne is an up-and-coming destination for shopping. The city has many
great stores with some of the latest fashion trends, including designer labels
and niche retailers that you won't find anywhere else! Shopping in the city of
Melbourne is an experience like no other. From bustling shopping malls,
department stores with international brands, and high-end boutiques you're
sure to find what your heart desires.

3 NIGHTS
FRIDAY - MONDAY: DATES TO BE CONFIRMED
1:1 - $9358.72
1:2 - $5106.65

1:3 - $3689.29
1:4 - $2980.62
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HUNTER VALLEY
CHRISTMAS

HUNTER VALLEY
CHRISTMAS
It’s the most wonderful time of the year! Enjoy a relaxing
weekend away at the Hunter Valley. Experience the amazing
Hunter Valley Gardens Christmas light display – you can even
get your picture taken with Santa! Spend the day exploring
the local shops or wine tasting and attend the Christmas
night markets in the evening.

HUNTER VALLEY GARDENS
CHRISTMAS LIGHT SPECTACULAR
A magical evening at Australia’s largest Christmas Lights display. Spend
the night immersing yourself in the spectacular Christmas-themed light
displays and enjoy the amusement rides and food stalls. With over three
million Christmas lights you won’t want to miss this fun-filled event.
https://www.huntervalleygardens.com.au/events/christmaslights-spectacular/

SHOPS
Hunter Valley Gardens offers a unique collection of shops, ranging from
stunning glassware, jewellery, and clothing to the British Lolly Shop. Have a
wander around this spectacular village, there is something for everyone!

CHRISTMAS MARKETS
Attend the annual Christmas night markets and indulge in various stalls. You
could even pick up a few presents while you’re there. Offering a collection of
food and drink stalls and clothing, candles, and plants. You are sure to find
something you love.
https://www.huntervalleygardens.com.au/attractions/shoppingvillage/

WINE TASTING
Join the group for an afternoon of wine tasting. From big-name wineries to
boutique beauties hidden away down country back roads, Australia’s oldest
wine region has plenty of cellar doors to choose from.
https://www.winecountry.com.au/wine/cellar-door-tasting

HARRIGAN'S
Enjoy a meal at Harrigan’s, the first pub in the Pokolbin region, it is a favourite
with both locals and visitors. Harrigan’s offers great meals and service with a
relaxed atmosphere and is the perfect place for any occasion.
https://www.harriganshuntervalley.com.au

2 NIGHTS
FRIDAY 9TH DECEMBER - SUNDAY 11TH DECEMBER
1:1 - $5115.29
1:2 - $2798.74

1:3 - $2026.56
1:4 - $1640.47
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NEW YEARS EVE

Mystery

2
2 NIGHTS

FRIDAY 30TH DECEMBER - SUNDAY 1ST JANUARY

OUT WITH

ACTIVITIES & FURTHER DETAILS TO

Trip

23
1:1 - $5951.94

1:2 - $3245.21

A BANG!

1:3 - $2342.72

1:4- $1891. 48

BE REVEALED CLOSER TO DATE!
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MY BUCKET LIST
Dubbo!

Melbourne Cup
Race Day in
Sydney

!
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Sydney
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Easter
Show
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Ability
Fest

New Years
Mystery
Trip

Tick the circle
of the places
you want to
go!

Christmas in the
Hunter Valley

Vivid Light
Festival

Winterfest!
Bathurst

Nundle!

Wellness
Retreat Byron Bay
Boo @ The
Zoo in Port
Macquarie

Wollongong
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So, a portion of that funding can be used towards a hotel or
an Air BnB and activities. Participants and stakeholders often
ask how holidays are funded under the NDIS. These types of
support fall under the “short term accommodation” line item.
The NDIS price guide defines the short-term accommodation
line
item
as
“integrated
support
for
self-care,
accommodation, food and activities in a centre or group
residence for short periods. Includes all expenses in a 24-hour
period with no additional loading”.
Often, individuals are unaware that their funding can be used
for holidays, as it is not explicitly labelled in a person’s plan.
Funding for short term accommodation falls under the core
budget, which can be used for various things, including
supports underpinning holidays if they meet the reasonable
and necessary criteria.
All prices are subject to change based on the prices set out in
the most current NDIS Price Guide. Out of pocket charges are
also subject to change based on chosen activities,
accommodation, and transport costs. We have removed our
out-of-pocket costs for most NSW holidays. There will also be
an additional charge to cover a reasonable contribution to
kilometres used during the holiday.

ABOUT

How are holidays funded?
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At Empowered, we pride ourselves on
providing personalised holidays like no other.
Here’s why:

Empowered
Holidays cater for
all disability types.

If a Participant is going
on a group holiday, they
will be matched with
other Participants with
similar interests to make
sure the experience is
as enjoyable as possible.

Participants will
receive a
personalised
photo book in the
mail after each
holiday to show
off to their friends
and family.

WHY
CHOOSE
EMPOWERED
HOLIDAYS?

The accommodation
that we book is based
on the Participant’s
needs. The Holiday
Coordinator will gather
information beforehand
of what the Participant
would need or like with
their accommodation to
make it the most
comfortable stay
possible.

The Participant is
essentially their own
travel agent! They can
decide on a destination
they would like to travel
to, where they would like
to stay, what activities
they would like to do, and
who they go with.

We care & we
listen.
Out of pocket costs have
been removed for most
of our NSW holidays and
are only implemented on
case-to-case basis. We
make our holiday costing
as reasonable and
affordable as possible to
ensure it is accessible to
everyone.

If Participants are
feeling anxious about
their holiday, we are
more than happy to
organise a meet and
greet with support
workers beforehand
to ensure it is the
right match.

ABOUT

2022
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Contact Us Now
(02) 4054 9286
Suite 102/286 Main Road Cardiff,
NSW, 2285
admin@empoweredcs.com

What budget is the
funding drawn
from?
Funding is drawn from
Core Supports under the
'Short Term
accommodation line item'

If my plan ends am I
able to use leftover
funding for future
holidays?
Unfortunately, we are only
able to claim within the
plan period for supports
provided during that time.

Am I able to bring
my own Support
Worker?
In some circumstances
Empowered may be able
to organise for the
Participant to bring along
their own Support Worker.

Can I use my NDIS
funding for a
holiday?
Yes, a portion of a
Participants funding can
be used for supports that
underpin the holiday.

Is travel insurance
included in the
holiday?
Unfortunately, Empowered does
not organise travel insurance for
its Participants. We strongly
recommend that travel
insurance is taken out by
Participants before each holiday.

TRAVELING AROUND THE

Wonderful
COUNTRY

www.empoweredcommunit
yservices.com

Yes, all staff have
completed 'administering
medication' training
modules and have
experience administering
medication.

DO YOU HAVE A
QUESTION YOU
CAN'T FIND THE
ANSWER FOR?
Contact our team by calling:
(02) 4054 9286
or email:
admin@empoweredcs.com

What’s included in
the price of the
holiday?
The price of the holiday
includes all main meals,
accommodation, activities
and Support Workers.

What does the out
of pocket cost
cover?
The out of pocket costs
assist in covering worker’s
expenses, travel,
accommodation and
activities.

FAQ's

Are staff able to
administer
medication?
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Payment for Service
If your NDIS plan expires before the supported holiday and your new plan does not
include enough funding to cover the NDIS portion of the holiday, this will be payable
by the Participant.

Out of Pocket Cost
Out of pocket costs are subject to change. This will occur where there has been
limited accommodation, special activity requests, or some other cost has
occurred.

Cancellation of Service
There may be occasions where supported holidays need to be cancelled or
rescheduled. Such circumstances may include changes or cancellations by holiday
providers, insufficient attendees etc. Empowered Community Services will advise
attendees of any changes/updates to supported holidays as soon as possible, and
where applicable, reschedule holidays to another date.
Participants are required to provide notice of cancellation as soon as possible and no
later than 5 days prior to a supported holiday. Empowered Community Services
follows the NDIS cancellation policy and therefore may not be able to refund monies
paid if a cancellation is received.

Cancellation by Client
Participants are required to provide notice of cancellation as soon as possible and no
later than 5 days prior to a supported holiday. Empowered Community Services
follows the NDIS cancellation policy and therefore may not be able to refund monies
paid if a cancellation is received.

Limitation of Liability
Subject to any responsibilities implied by law and which cannot be excluded, we are
not liable to you for any losses, damages, liabilities, claims and expenses (including
but not limited to legal costs and defence or settlement costs) whatsoever arising
from any incident occurring whilst on a holiday, whether in contract, including
negligence, statute or otherwise.

Travel / Insurance
It is strongly recommended that all Participants take out comprehensive travel
insurance when making a booking. Travel insurance should cover a minimum of loss
of deposit, other benefits may include loss or damage to personal baggage and loss
of money, medical expenses, etc.

Please be aware all listed prices have been
directly sourced from the NDIS price guide which
can be found on the NDIS website. Please note:
This may be subject to change.
Further information regarding holidays and
temporary stays can be found in our
“Holiday Support & Temporary Stay Policy”. Each
Participant is provided with a copy of
the policy prior to commencement of services.
By providing links to other sites, Empowered
Community Services does not guarantee,
approve, or endorse the information or products
available on these sites.
NOTE: This book is just a guide and we are
happy to organise holidays outside of these
destinations. To express your interest in other
holiday destinations, email:
admin@empoweredcs.com

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

PLEASE NOTE

Wollongong
3 NIGHTS
1:1 - $7409.48
1:2 - $4115.33

THUR: 17TH FEBRUARY - SUN: 20TH FEBRUARY
1:3 - $3017.27
1:4 -$2468.25

Dubbo
4 NIGHTS
1:1 - $9558.72
1:2 - $5306.65

THUR: 3RD MARCH - MON: 7TH MARCH
1:3 - $3889.29
1:4 - $3180.62

Sydney Royal Easter Show
2 NIGHTS
1:1 - $4142.45
1:2 - $2344.61

MON: 11TH APRIL - WED: 13TH APRIL
1:3 - $1746.04
1:4 - $1446.40

Nundle
3 NIGHTS
1:1 - $7394.48
1:2 - $4100.33

THUR: 12TH MAY - SUN: 15TH MAY
1:3 - $3002.27
1:4 - $2453.25

Vivid Light Festival Sydney
2 NIGHTS
1:1 - $4469.62
1:2 - $2508.55

THUR: 2ND JUNE - SAT: 4TH JUNE
1:3 - $1854.86
1:4 - $1528.02

Supernova Comic Con & Gaming Sydney
2 NIGHTS
1:1 - $5449.92
1:2 - $2998.70

FRI: 17TH JUNE - SUN: 19TH JUNE
1:3 - $2181.63
1:4 - $1773.09

Bathurst Winter Festival
4 NIGHTS
1:1 - $9533.72
1:2 - $5281.65

THUR: 14TH JULY - MON: 18TH JULY
1:3 - $3864.29
1:4 - $3155.62

MON: 15TH AUGUST - FRI: 19TH AUGUST

4 NIGHTS

1:1 - $8004.60 1:3 - $3387.91
1:2 - $4542.09 1:4 -$3281.07

Byron Bay Wellness Retreat
4 NIGHTS

THUR: 22ND SEPTEMBER - MON: 26TH SEPTEMBER

1:1 - $9668.72 1:3 - $3999.29
1:2 - $5416.65 1:4 - $3290.62

Port Macquarie
3 NIGHTS
1:1 - $7553.77
1:2 - $4167.33

FRI: 28TH OCTOBER - MON: 31ST OCTOBER
1:3 - $3038.52
1:4 - $2474.11

Melbourne Cup @ Sydney
2 NIGHTS

MON: 31ST OCTOBER - WED: 2ND NOVEMBER

1:1 - $4143.16 1:3 - $1746.04
1:2 - $2345.32 1:4 - $1446.40

Ability Fest - Melbourne
3 NIGHTS
1:1 - $9358.72
1:2 - $5106.65

FRI - MON: DATES TO BE CONFIRMED
1:3 - $3689.29
1:4 - $2980.62

Hunter Valley
2 NIGHTS
1:1 - $5115.29
1:2 - $2798.74

FRI: 9TH DECEMBER - SUN: 11TH DECEMBER
1:3 - $2026.56
1:4 - $1640.47

New Years Mystery Trip
2 NIGHTS
1:1 - $5951.94
1:2 - $3245.21

FRI: 30TH DECEMBER - SUN: 1ST JANUARY
1:3 - $2342.72
1:4 - $1891. 48

HOLIDAY INDEX

Canberra

Where Will
You Go In

2022?

Suite 101/286 Main Road Cardiff,
NSW, 2285

For more information, visit:
www.empoweredcommunityservices.com
or call us.

Phone: (02) 4054 9286
Email: holidays@empoweredcs.com

ABN 59 634 541 076
NDIS Provider Number: 4050060444

